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Investing in education for a new economy: Gaston County
expands school choices

Education Sponsored Content by Gaston Outside•

Serious investments in education are being made across
Gaston County. Pictured: Belmont Middle School
groundbreaking ceremony earlier this year.

GASTON OUTSIDE

Personlized. Creer-redy. In recent yers, Gston County hs dpted

its eductionl progrms to the needs o its students nd the trends o

tody’s – nd tomorrow’s – economy.

Prents nd employers like hve expressed  need or eductionl

progrms tht recognize the unique tlents nd mbitions o ech

student, s well s  rpidly-chnging employment lndscpe.

In response, Gston County prtners in eduction hve been working

to ensure highly-personlized, well-unded eductionl progrms

prepre students to excel in the present nd uture economy

ppropritely. Those e�orts hve received ntionl nd regionl

ccoldes, with schools regulrly erning Blue Ribbon designtions or

rnking high in U.S. News & World Reports’ Best Colleges.

This e�ort hs been community-wide. Residents, businesses, nd

government leders hve joined together to ensure tht students in

Gston County receive  qulity eduction, whether they’re elementry

schoolers or dult lerners, or ttending public or privte schools.

These schools hve  close collbortion with locl businesses,

enbling students to receive rel-world experience nd networking

contcts prior to grdution.

“We re extremely proud o wht is hppening in Gston County

schools nd the role tht our public schools ply in providing qulity

options so students re prepred or college nd the workorce,” sid

Superintendent o Schools W. Je�rey Booker, Ed.D. “Our exciting

school choice nd mgnet school progrms, s well s our highly-

successul Creer nd Technicl Eduction progrm, re equipping

students with the knowledge, skills, nd hnds-on experiences they

need to chieve success.
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By Patrick Mumford – Executive Director, Greater Gaston Development Corporation
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"Along with our new school construction nd numerous school

renovtion projects, we re doing everything we cn to gurntee the

best eductionl environment or students nd o�er them outstnding

cdemic, thletic, �ne rts nd extrcurriculr opportunities.”

Investing in eduction with new schools nd cilities

Enhncements to eduction cnnot hppen without unding, nd

Gston County residents hve shown enthusistic support or investing

in their schools. Voters overwhelmingly pproved $250 million in

bonds or Gston County Schools — nd n ccompnying sles tx

increse to und the bonds — lst yer to support the construction nd

renovtion o public schools. The county’s lrgest bond pckge o its

kind, these investments re lredy underwy.

Excellent progress is being mde on construction o the new Belmont

Middle School cmpus. The modern, two-story school complete with

thletic �elds nd plenty o spce or prking will open in 2021, nd it is

designed to ccommodte uture growth in  thriving re o the

county.

The Belmont Middle School project is the third new public school or

Gston County in the pst three yers. The new Plesnt Ridge

Elementry in Gstoni opened in 2017, nd the new Stnley Middle

School opened in 2018.

In ddition to the new schools, renovtion nd repir projects re

tking plce now t 12 schools cross the county. The projects include

prking lot nd drivewy pving, new gymnsium floors, cmer,

intercom nd lie sety upgrdes, roo replcements, new encing, nd

other improvements, including librry updtes.

Also this yer, two new chrter schools, Ridgeview Chrter School nd

Community Public Chrter School, hve opened, bringing the county’s

chrter school totl to our with Piedmont Community Chrter School

(PCCS) nd Mountin Islnd Chrter School (MICS). PCCS nd MISC re

mking serious cpitl investments s well.

Mny privte schools in the county, such s Gston Dy School, Gston

Christin School nd Belmont Abbey College, re investing millions o

dollrs in cpitl improvements imed t improving cmpuses, lbs,

nd clssrooms. Gston College s well joins these mny schools in

mking similr importnt cpitl investments.

Personlized choices: Specilized eduction trcks roll out with

school choice o�erings

The best eduction cters to  student’s unique tlents nd spirtions,

giving them the knowledge, skills, nd con�dence to succeed within

nd beyond the clssroom. Students in Gston County hve mny

eductionl options beyond the trditionl clssroom setting.

This yer, Gston County Schools triples its school choice options with

the lunch o six new Acdemy progrms. These progrms llow

prents to �nd the cdemy best suited or their child’s tlents, with

options in creer, ledership, public service, technology nd industril

engineering, helth sciences, nd collegite prep. The cdemy

progrms dd to n lredy-diverse rry o school choice options in

Gston County schools.
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In ddition, six mgnet schools — two ech o elementry, middle, nd

high schools — cter to students’ interests in technology nd STEAM

(science, technology, engineering, rts, nd mth), give gited nd

tlented students  progrm or ccelerted lerning, nd provide n

online option or home-schooled students. An nlysis by the Chrlotte

Business Journl rnked two o these schools – Highlnd School o

Technology nd Gston Erly College High School – the two best high

schools in the region or creer nd college rediness.

An extended clssroom: Creting  workorce tht businesses trust

With the support nd collbortion o our businesses, Gston students

enjoy n expnded clssroom tht gives them eductionl experiences

beyond their school wlls.

Key employers in the region hve given Gston’s eductionl progrms

 vote o con�dence, too.

Lst spring, CroMont Helth nnounced plns to invest $325 million in

cpitl projects nd cility improvements in Gston County. An

exciting prt o those plns is the construction o  new hospitl in

Belmont. This hospitl will not only be djcent to the cmpus o

Belmont Abbey College, but it will prtner with the college s well s

Gston County Schools to help trin nd retin  home-grown

workorce in the helthcre �elds.

CroMont will support these plns to crete helth sciences progrms

such s the Helth Sciences Acdemy t Est Gston High School to

o�er rel-world eduction or Gston County students.

"We re in  region tht hs  tremendous network o orgniztions

cting s engines or economic development nd institutions o�ering

ntionlly-recognized eductionl progrms," sid Chris Peek,

president nd CEO o CroMont Helth. "Our reltionships with Gston

County Schools, Gston College nd Belmont Abbey College re 

criticl prt o our strtegy to cultivte, educte nd trin the

helthcre proessionls o tomorrow. We hve gret con�dence the

workorce in our community will continue to grow nd thrive through

these kinds o collbortive e�orts. We hve the potentil to chnge

this county nd trnsorm lives."

Gston County Schools’ Creer nd Technicl Eduction (CTE) students

erned the gretest technicl ttinment scores mong North Crolin’s

lrgest school districts, s well s the highest credentil rte in the

region. These ccoldes would not be possible without the support nd

coopertion o locl businesses, who hve become ctive supporters o

the CTE progrm, ttending hiring irs, o�ering trining, nd hosting

site visits. When students grdute with these skills nd credentils,

they not only �nd jobs more quickly, but they �nd better-pying jobs.

Gston College is receiving ttention or the success o its customized

trining progrm or re employers. The college is currently the

second-lrgest provider o customized trining projects within the

stte o North Crolin’s 58-college system nd is �rst in the system’s

Southwest region. Additionlly, they hve recently rolled out  new

evening prt-time business-ocused ssocite o rts pthwy tht will

enble students the flexibility to enjoy n �ordble brick-nd-mortr

clssroom experience, nd re constructing  stte-o-the-rt

veterinry medicl technology building or their tech progrm.
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TechWorks Gston,  nonpro�t tech hub committed to job cretion nd

economic growth or Gston County nd the region, celebrted its

grnd opening in April in Belmont. In  restored mill building,

TechWorks etures gigbit �ber nd stte o the rt udio/visul

cpbilities in  14,000-squre-oot digitlly connected lerning center

o o�ce nd co-working spce, conerence nd trining rooms, nd 

lrge convening-event spce.

TechWorks provides  plce or leders, entrepreneurs, nd students to

collborte, writing Gston’s next chpter together s it leds the

region orwrd in creting n entrepreneuril tech hub.

The recently lunched TechWorks Technology Acdemy will o�er

innovtive eduction pproches, enblement o in-demnd tech

skills, provide needed certi�ction testing services, nd expnd digitl

enggement t home nd t work or ll Gston residents. TechWorks

Gston will o�er leding certi�ction progrms s both  Certiport nd

Person VUE Authorized Testing Center, the �rst testing center in

Gston County, nd ply n instrumentl role in developing  new

genertion o diverse tech leders.

To learn more about educational and economic activity in Gaston

County, visit Doing Business Here.
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